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At a plenary session of the national congress on July 22, Roberto D'Aubuisson, founder of the
National Republican Alliance (ARENA), Christian Democrat Julio Prendes accused outgoing US
Ambassador Edwin Corr of interfering in El Salvador's domestic affairs. During a July 14 farewell
speech at the American Chamber, Corr said, "I see a group of able, honest and decent leaders
fighting with a faction accused of being involved in violence, assassinations and authoritarianism."
The "faction" was a reference to some members of ARENA. Another "faction" mentioned by Corr
in struggle with "competent and honest leaders" consisted of persons "accused of corruption, and
whose previous professions and work are questionable." He was apparently referring to certain
members of the Christian Democrat party in government posts and the private sector charged
with misappropriation of public monies. In the congress on July 22, Corr was condemned for his
"arbitrary judgments." The ambassador's statements were described as violations of an article of the
Salvadoran constitution that states: "Foreigners who directly or indirectly participate in the politics
of the country lose their right to reside in it." The legislators said the Assembly will draft a resolution
denouncing Corr's comments, send the bill to the US Congress in Washington and make it known to
other Latin American governments. (Basic data from UPI, 07/22/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

